MR.   WINSTON   CHURCHILL
Half a year had barely passed before Hitler tore up
the Munich agreement and marched into Prague.
It can hardly be wondered at if the Members of the
Government stir uneasily on the Treasury Bench
when Winston Churchill strides into the Chamber;
nor that they are reluctant to give him their confidence
and the responsibility of high office. Events have
shown that on the cardinal issues of policy he has
been right for the last five years and they have been
wrong. He is as big a man as any two members of
the Cabinet taken together. He may not exhibit
Simon's dialectics or Chamberlain's phlegm. But he
and Lloyd George are the only two men in the House
of Commons who possess any of the elements of
greatness.
There is no man better equipped to preserve us
from defeat. There were few men as likely to stave off
the calamity of war itself. Is he to be recognized for
his wise and absorbing patriotism? Or is he to be
penalized for his countless indiscretions? Will the
Socialists forget his mortal assaults upon their policy
and personnel? Several years ago a Labour Congress
passed a resolution opposing the rearmament of
Germany. In the House Churchill quoted this opinion
and then barked out: "What is going to prevent her
rearming? A card vote of the T.U.C.?" Has moder-
ate opinion forgiven his Indian antics and his personal
and public anguish before the Abdication? Will the
die-hards accept him, or do they cherish the dis-
credited ineptitudes of isolation? Can they really
wish us to be, in Churchill's own language, " edged
and pushed further down the slope in a disorderly
expostulating crowd of embarrassed States?" Is the
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